Surname 2


Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission
Civil Disobedience
The idea of civil disobedience particularly revolved around the non-violent resistance and non-cooperation with the ruling government whose laws and policies were considered unjust (King Pg. 168). David Thoreau, in particular, advanced an idea that advised citizens to resist things that were considered wrong. He suggested that people could resist immoral governments by just refusing to cooperate. Thoreau advanced non-cooperation with the government as a single strategy to push for the obedience of the basic human rights by the government. David Thoreau and Martin Luther advised the people to disobey and defy government-imposed laws that they considered to be immoral. Even though Thoreau advocated for peaceful disobedience, such as failing to pay taxes to an immoral government, Martin Luther argued that protesting against the government’s unjust laws was a better strategy for people to demand their rights. Gandhi’s contributions were also phenomenal in the early fights against injustices. He was very categorical in his idea of devotion to truth, and for this reason, he advanced a strategy of non-violently refusing to cooperate with unjust governments.
It is essential to note that all the three authors understood that the government power originated from the people and that the same people had the responsibility to resist unjust laws and regulations. 
Thoreau’s ideas were significantly influenced by the Mexican war and the slavery in the South. He developed the theory of civil disobedience, which advised citizens to resist evil governments. He argued that the Mexican war unjust and thus urged the citizens to stop supporting the government that perpetrated the evil and unjust acts on the innocent Mexican citizens, consequently subjecting them to military laws. Thoreau stated that the government had no right to continue collecting taxes from honest men to support its engagement in unjust actions such as supporting wars (Thoreau Pg. 4). Thoreau asserted that it would be better to end up in jail for disobeying unjust laws and failing to support injustice rather than supporting the perpetuation of evil. The breaking of laws was thus a necessity in his view in the fight against government immorality. By failing to pay taxes, Thoreau argued that he was refusing allegiance to an observably unjust government. “Under a government that imprisons unjustly, the true place for a just man is also prison (Thoreau Pg. 8). 
In the same light, Martin Luther King also argued that civil disobedience was a necessary step out of oppression. He stated in his letter that freedom is never given voluntarily by the oppressor and that the oppressed must demand it (King Pg. 2). King’s non-violent acts of civil disobedience involved the creation of tension that was particularly aimed at forcing the government to negotiate and confront the issues. He was particularly focused on the segregation laws passed by the government (King Pg. 168). He felt that the acts of civil disobedience would help men rise from prejudice and racism that the government promoted. King believed there was a distinct difference between just laws and unjust laws. 
He stated that just laws promoted human spirit and personality while unjust laws degraded a person. He considered the segregation laws in the South as highly unjust. 
Gandhi, born in a colonized India, advocated for non-violent civil disobedience movements. He began these non-violent struggles by challenging the salt tax (Brown Pg. 10). This was one particular through which he sought to disobey the British government civilly. According to Gandhi, unjust laws were observably repressive in nature and thus needed to be fought. He did not, however, advocate for violent protests. He believed that government power lay with people and that the acts of civil disobedience awakened the people to their own power. It is essential to note that Gandhi’s non-violent movements were characterized by no harm or violence. He termed the non-violent civil disobedience movements as an experiment with truth. He said, what I have been striving to achieve these thirty years – is self-realization, to see God (Gandhi Pg. 5)
Evidence drawn from these writings indicates that the oppressed groups should not wait to be granted their rights and privileges by an oppressive government (King Pg. 3). King said, “We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.” The authors have noted that it is the civil duty of oppressed citizens to initiate the process of making society better through their justified acts of civil disobedience of unjust laws. All the writers base their arguments on the morality of government decisions, actions, and laws. King, in his letter, explores the concept of systematic injustice in the South and argues that the acts of civil disobedience were better poised to challenge the immoral laws (King Pg. 4). Martin Luther King argued that unjust laws are not laws at all. It is important to note that the authors were very categorical in their views and stated that subjects should oppose any forms of government oppression regardless of their differing viewpoints. 
Thoreau stated that it is wrong to support a government that promotes injustices (Thoreau Pg. 2). He said that, “Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect,” Thoreau refused to pay taxes to the American government because it supported slavery in the South by enacting very unjust laws and supporting Mexico's war that negatively affected the Mexican people. 
All the authors observed the need to pressure the government to reform the observably oppressive laws and ensure equality. Gandhi, for instance, fought against the salt regulations in India that prohibited the locals from mining and selling the mineral. The laws created a monopoly for the British government and limited the rights of the locals to engage in salt production and sale. Even though the authors have observed that the acts of civil disobedience may be met with brutal force from the government, individuals engaging in these acts must be ready to pay for the course. In the fight against inequalities and social injustices through civil disobedience, individuals should be willing to go to great lengths for a belief.  Civil disobedience has proven to be effective in situations where governments are highly repressive. Gandhi’s experience, for instance, in Bihar in 1917 proved the applicability and efficacy of civil disobedience in non-democratic societies. 
As evidenced in the writings by the three authors, the most successful form of civil disobedience includes sit-ins advanced by Martin Luther King, protests, and marches. These non-violent actions were considered necessary strategies to create a situation that dramatizes the issue of concern until it can no longer be ignored (King Pg. 2). These actions resulted in significant pressure on the oppressive governments to initiate negotiations consequently.  For instance, in January 1931, after the release of Gandhi from prison, due to the non-violent protests, he met with Lord Irwin. 

He agreed on the critical issues to call off the non-violent protests in exchange for equal opportunities. Thoreau also argued that for men to resist through non-violence actions against acts of impunity to create the situation that they want. He stated that, “All men recognize the right of revolution; that is the right to refuse allegiance to, and to resist, the government when its tyranny or inefficiency is great and unendurable, (Thoreau Pg. 4)












[bookmark: _GoBack]

Works cited 
Brown, Judith Margaret. Gandhi and civil disobedience. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977.
Gandhi, Mohandas K. "On Civil Disobedience." Jacobs, A.(2002). Gandhi: Radical wisdom for a changing world. London: Watkins Publishing (1919).
King Jr, Martin Luther. "Letter from Birmingham Jail. The Martin Luther King, Jr." Research and Education Institute. The Online King Records Access (OKRA) Database. Retrieved fromhttp://okra. stanford. edu/transcription/document_images/undecided/630416-019. pdf (1963).
Thoreau, Henry David. "Civil Disobedience: Resistance to Civil Government (1849)." The Portable Thoreau (2008): 112-13.
Zinn, Howard, ed. The power of nonviolence: Writings by advocates of peace. Beacon Press, 2002.
